
----- PET BOTTLE LIFE CYCLE  -----

Natural gas and 
petroleum are 
converted into 
polyethylene 
terephalate, a 

chemical 
compound 

known as PET

PET pellets are 
melted and 
blown into 

bottle molds

A beverage 
company fills 
and caps the 

bottles

The bottled water 
is distributed to 

gas stations, 
vending machines, 

grocery and big 
box stores

In the US, 76% of 
plastic bottles –
about 7.1 billion 
pounds of them, 

wound up burned in 
incinerators or buried 

in landfills in 2006

At recycling centers, the 
bottles are sorted, 

washed, and stacked, 
then finally crushed, 

baled and sold (for 38-
66 cents per pound)

At a mill, the plastic is 
ground into shreds and 
melted. Used RPET is 
typically recycled into 
other products, often 

polyester fleece jackets, 
carpets, or plastic 

decking

A consumer buys 
the water, drinks 

it and then 
chooses to 

Toss the bottle 
into the trash… 
(76%)

… or tossing the bottle in a recycling bin 

Sources: The American Chemical Counsel, The Boston Globe Magazine 


