
----- PLASTIC SHOPPING BAG LIFE CYCLE-----

Supermarket 

Other foods or 
liquid

General 
merchandise and 

apparels

Fast food 
convenient stores 
& service stations

Other retails

Home

Public areas

Garbage

Litter

Home garbage

Home recycled

Landfill 
disposal/waste 

treatment

Litter

Recycling

Reuse

Production Distribution Destination  Disposal 

Maximally 1-2 times

Only 2% recycled, still 
a very expensive 
process 

96% goes to Landfill
Take >1,000 yrs to 
breakdown

U
se

 la
rg

e 
am

o
u

n
t 

o
f 

n
at

u
ra

l g
as

 o
r 

o
il 

to
 p

ro
d

u
ce

 a
n

d
 

tr
an

sp
o

rt

Pollute land 
and oceans

500-1,000 bags 
used per 
household per 
year
Average usage 
time: 12 minutes 
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Source: Nolan-ITU, Literature research


